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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 HE following Diſcourſe was unavoidably compoſed in haſte to meet the occaſion on 
which it was to be delivered. Let it be judged of, with candour, accordingly. 


After this declaration, it may be naturally aſked, why then obtrude it haſtily alſo on the 


Public? The Author will be content to allege only that he has been actuated by a deſire 


to bear his public teſtimony, however unimportant, to the goodneſs of the Cauſe for which 
he was called to be an Advocate. He thought alſo, that having taken his reſolution, he 
evidently ought not to uſe any delay in putting it in Execution, 


Aſpiring to no praiſe either from the ſtile or the: compoſition of his Diſcourſe; ye yet dares to 
hope that it may plead ſome title to a favourable reception from it's man and it's deſign. 


If the arguments which he has adduced ſhould make but one convert to the good cauſe 
which he earneſtly wiſhes to ſerve (for there are unhappily ſome, but comparatively, few 


enemies to it)—if they ſhould increaſe- the attachment of but one declared friend to it—if 


the ſale of his Diſcourſe ſhould add even the ſmalleſt ſum to the contributions now in agi- 
tation for the relief of thoſe who ſtand in need of every mode of —ê he ſhall not 
think that he has adyentured raſhly to addreſs the Hane, 


ac 


: = * . * * * 3 f 


To JOHN WILMOT, Eso. 


Member of Parliament for the City of CovenTzr, and. Chairman of 
the Committee for the Relief of the French Refugee Clergy. 


DEAR SIR, 


TRE publication to which 1 preſume to prefix your 
name, naturally addreſſes itſelf to you with the moſt evident 
propriety, as an active and principal patron of thoſe diſ- 
treſſed worthy men whoſe cauſe it attempts to ſerve. 


You have arrived, by your own merit, at an honour of 
the higheſt kind, in conſequence of your diſtinguiſhed 
ſervices in having been the firſt to ſearch out and aſſiſt thoſe 
ſufferers for conſcience fake, whom others called together 
at your ſolicitation have ſince ſo abundantly relieved. The 
Subſcribers to this moſt benevolent Aſſociation, while they 
have done honour to their hearts by the exerciſe of their 
Liberality, have done honour to their judgment alſo, and to 
their ſenſe of merit, by chooſing you to preſide over that 
Charity which you had * firſt planned, and put in 


motions 


To you the returns of our general een are to be 
addreſſed, in purſuance even of the Royal Mandate in 
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which your name fonds fo eminently and bonourably diſtin- 
guiſhed.“ To you let this humble tribute of a private in- 
dividual be addreſſed alſo, with a degree of ſatisfaction 
ariſing to himſelf, ſuch as both the conſciouſneſs of having 
offered praiſe to ſuperiour merit, and the remembrance of 
the higheſt obligations on account of favours received, muſt 
en inſpire. 8 


It behoves me nn to add that 1 do not addreſs this 
dedication to you by your own permiſſion. 1 feared to 
ſolicit your conſent left that ſpirit averſe to praiſe which 
uſually accompanies ſuperiour merit ſhould have influenced 
you not to accede to my requeſt, Yet thoſe who'perform 
eminent ſervices, ſhould be compelled to endure that praiſe 
which is really due to them. 


1 rejoice certainly altogether in having an opportunity of 


offering this public teſtimony, and of doing myſelf the 
honour of proteſſing publickly 1 that I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate and obliged Servant, 


a 


Droxford, Hants, Ms 27, 1793. The AUTHOR. 


* See his Majeſty's Letter on the occaſion addreſſed to his Grave the ArMbiſhop of 
TR 
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1 WAS A STRANGER, AND YE TOOK ME IN, 


Tur labour of love here deſcribed is repreſented to us by our Saviour 
as one of thoſe works of Charity, which ſhall hereafter plead our 
title (ſo far as our works can at all plead for us) even to eternal life; 
which ſhall cauſe us to be ſet on the right hand of our Judge, which 
ſhall introduce us as «© the bleſſed of our Father, to inherit the kingdom 
prepared for us from the foundation of the world.“ The work itſelf 
therefore is evidently of high import, and of the ſtrongeſt obligation 
it is a perfect duty towards our brethren, towards our Fellow-Creatures, 
the performance of which, our merciful Judge has declared, he will 
ronfider even as a ſervice done unto himſelf, * as a completion of his 
law, as that fruit of pure and undefiled Religion which the righteous 
God will not forget. | 


We are not indeed alone exhorted to the performance of this Chriſtian 
duty by the proſpect and the promiſe even of eternal life; but we are 
admoniſhed alſo in the ſequel of the ſame awful deſcription of the 
great future day of judgment, that the omiſſion of this duty will in 
part forfeit and deſtoy our title to the kingdom prepared for us, in 


like manner as the performance of our duty will ſecure our title. 


* Matth. ch. xxv. v. 34. 5 v. 45. 
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We are admoniſhed that zof to have © taken in the ſtranger,” not to 
have miniſtered unto him,” will cauſe us to be placed on the left, in- 


Read of the right hand of our Judge, and will draw down upon us the 


dreadful ſentence of everlaſting puniſhment, inſtead of procuring ſor 
us the reward of everlaſting happineſs. The Duty therefore is recom. 
rnended to us altogether even in the ſtrongeſt manner, is enforced by 
the eſpecial declared ſanctions both of reward and puniſhment, is incul- 
cated by thoſe ſolemn arguments, which while they teach us on the one 
hand to abound in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we know 


that our labour ſhall not be in vain,” “ perſuade us alſo on the other 
hand by © the terrors of the Lord, not to be forgetful to entertain 
ſtrangers, leſt we fall into condemnation.” + 


I need not certainly inſiſt longer on the full and evident obligation 


of the duty of 'which we treat ; as little, ſeemingly, need I enter into 
any general diſcuſhon of the queſtion: as it regards the perſons and 


ſituations about which the duty 1s concerned. As little need I to at- 
tempt to point out to you who thoſe ſtrangers are whom ye are at all 


times bound to relieve and take in, whom ye are at all times bound to 
aſſiſt by the practice of the rules of Chriſtian Hoſpitality. Called as 


we are by our holy faith to exerciſe univerſal love, univerſal charity, 
we ought in conſequence to know at once that every diſtreſſed Fellow- 


Creature is that neighbour whom we are taught to love even as our- 


ſelves, that every exiled and afflicted ſtranger is that ſtranger whom we 
are taught to receive and cheriſh, and whoſe © burthen we are taught 


to bear, that ſo we may fulfil the Law of Chriſt,” 4 


To promote the important purpoſe of this day, it is alone neceſſary 


* x Cor. xv. 58. + Hebr. xiii. 2. James v. 10. t Gal. v. 4. 


„ 
to apply particularly that general doctrine which in itſelf needs no 
farther proof. It is alone neceſſary to point out to you that there are 


ſtrangers, many, very many ſtrangers, immerſed even in the deepeſt 
and ſevereſt diftreſs, who this day ſolicit your attention. The Duty of 


relieving them is then already certain; and ye are then already engaged 


by your very profeſſion and character to attend to their wants, to their 
peculiar and uncommon claims upon you, with a proportionate degree 
of Chriſtian Liberality and Chriſtian Charity. The conſideration of 
their claims will at the ſame time ſuggeſt many obvious arguments in 
favour of that eſpecial 'exerciſe of Charity. which I now moſt gladly 
plead for, and will include alſo many ready anſwers to thoſe cavils and 


objections againſt the duty under conſideration, which either ignorance 
or error may have led to. 


The ſtrangers then, for whoſe diſtreſſes I appear this day a willing 
Advocate, are entitled certainly to your ſpeedy and liberal aſſiſtance by 
every the moſt peculiar claim. They are ſtrangers indeed, ſtrangers 
labouring under circumſtances of the moſt uncommon and aggravating 
diſtreſs, ſtrangers baniſhed from their native country, deprived of their 
maintenance, ſeparated from the yet faithful and devout followers of 
their flock, and driven from thoſe altars at which they delighted here. 


tofore to ſerve their God. 


Their flight indeed has not certainly been in any fort wanton and 
unneceſſary ; has not been dictated by any idle fears-or wiſhes, but has 
ſprung from their own unavoidable miſeries. Had not the love of life 
conſtrained them, had not reverence for their own conſciences com- 
pelled them, every principle natural to the human breaſt, every better 
principle naturally belonging to their education and their character, 
would have operated certainly to prevent their flight into a foreign 


(8 J 
land, to have kept them fixed on their own native ſpot in the exerciſe 
of their ſacred miniſtry, amongſt their own deareſt relatives and con- 
nexions, and in the enjoyment of their own. proper maintenance. 
Like thoſe to whom the gracious promiſe of our Lord is given, they 
have forſaken © houſe, brethren, ſiſters, and father and mother, and 
lands, but for the ſake of Chriſt arid his Goſpel,”* but for their own 
conſcience ſake ;—but becauſe neither * tribulation, nor diſtreſs, nor 
famine, nor nakedneſs, nor peril, nor ſword, could ſeparate them from 
| the love of Chriſt,” 4 from the love of that which they eſteemed their 

| duty ;—but becauſe they diſdained to purchaſe a right to remain where 
1 they wiſhed to dwell, at the expence of perjury, at the expence of a 
1 wounded mind, and of a heart alike unfaithful to itſelf and to it's God. 
| Already indeed even before they took the ſad reſolution of abandoning 
their country, had they been compelled to abandon the performance of 
| their reſpective duties, and to ſecrete themſelves from the horrors of 
* perſecution, and from the danger of death itſelf. Already had they 
| been deprived of their maintenance, and were condemned to death by 
1 the general voice ; already were they the devoted victims of the blind 
| fury of a miſguided populace. Yet no other crime could be objected 
| | to them, than that they would not proſtitute their conſciences, that 
N | they would not bind themſelves in the ſight of their God by a ſolemn 
oath which they could not approve, 4 that they would not countenance 
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* Mark x. 29. t Rom. viil. 35. 


| + „ do not hear, (fays Dr. Moore, an eye-witneſs of the tranſactions in France 
k Auring his reſidence Journal, p. 249) that theſe poor men (the Prieſts) are accuſed of 
| any other crime than that of not having taketi the oath to the new Conſtitution ; this ſeems 
2 preſumption that they are men of principle, guided by the dictates of conſcience, whether 
well or ill-informed, and ought to ſubject them to no puniſhment :—yet they were carried to 
the pri iſon of the Abbaye. — And again, „The Abbaye is quite full of priſoners ; great num- 
iN ders have been ſent ſince the tenth of n poor Prieſts, on no particular accu- 
| | ation, hut merely becauſe they are Prieſts.” (p. 305. ) 
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the lawleſs proceedings of tyrannical and ferocious individuals, and 
would not lend their ſanction to the open violation of all Order, all 
Juſtice, and all real Liberty. What the general effects of irregular 
and informal tyranny, what-the daily acts of vengeance of a licentious 
multitude roaming uncontrouled, what the ſanguinary diſpoſition of 


their countrymen in general had thus firſt effected, the formal decree 


of their ruling Aſſembly ſoon completed.“ 


By this they were compelled to Nabe at once to quit even their 
private retreats, and to try to ſeek that refuge, and that juſt protection, 
in a foreign land, which their own country, and their own laws, now 


no longer, even in any ſort, afforded them. 


Fled, therefore, fled, many thouſands of them, to this yet happy 
country, to this abode of real liberty, (becauſe the abode of it as ſe- 
cured and regulated by fixed and effective laws) fled to this land, and 
paying certainly no mean or unwelcome compliment to the well-known 
high repute of our Laws and our Liberality, while even a difference of 


religious opinions could not reſtrain them from ſeeking our hoſpitable 
ſhores, they have experienced ſpeedily that ready aſſiſtance which is ſo 


abundantly due to them, ſo ſoon as the call of Charity had gone forth 
throughout our land, ſo ſoon as Benevolence could aſſemble her choſen 


| ſons to exert willingly their united powers for the relief of the ſtranger 


and the afflicted. Even theſe voluntary ſupplies however, ſo my 


- * By the decree of the National Aſſembly of the 26th of Auguſt, 1792, all Prieſts who 
had exerciſed any public function, Profeſſors of Colleges, &c. who had not taken the oath 
to the new Conſtitution, were at once baniſhed, being ordered to quit their country within 
fourteen days. It was to this decree, which had been ſome months in agitation, that their 
late excellent King.(whoſe powers were now ſuſpended) refuſed his ſanction, 
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honourable to our country, have at length failed ; even theſe abundant 
ſprings of Liberality are at length dried up; and a more general con- 
tribution, the contribution even of the whole nation, is now become 


neceſſary for their ſupport. 


Exiled indeed as they are, deprived as they are of their own juſt 
ſources of maintenance, how ſhall theſe ſtrangers in our land, theſe 
ſad victims of perſecution, be ſaved from periſhing, unleſs the Libe- 
rality of our Country ſhall again haſten to their ſuccour, unleſs that 
Charity which true Chriſtianity abſolutely enjoins ſhall again pour forth 
her bleſſings on as, ſhall again entertain them gladly, as our Brethren, 
as our Fellow- Creatures? 


Educated indeed for the ſervice of God alone, ſet apart for his ſacred 
miniſtry alone, and trained in conſequence to no other means of pro- 
curing themſelves their maintenance, nay forbidden both by cuſtom, 
and by evident propriety, to exerciſe any other mode of earning their 
ſupport, what labours can they perform, what ſervices can they render, 
to entitle themſelves to their maintenance, in a foreign land ? © They 
cannot dig, to beg they are aſhamed ;” * they cannot exerciſe any uſeful 
manufacture, neceſſarily ignorant and unſkilled as they are in every 
ſort of manual labour; and they would feel the ingenuous bluſh of 
honeſt ſhame, they who have been accuſtomed to diſtribute alms to 
others, not to ſolicit them their ſelves; f they would do a violence to 


their own modeſt wiſhes and deſires, to their own proper character, 


were they to apply in their own behalf, however preſſed by hard neceſ- 
ſity, however entitled to r their petitions, ſince they are not en- 


* Luke xvi. 3. 
t I owe this humane thought to Mrs. Hannan More, in the prefatory Addreſs. (p. 8) 


to her excellent Remarks on M. DuronT's Speech. 
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fitled by our Laws to any regular and certain relief. Far otherwiſe, 
they have indeed uniformly and generally abſtained from making even 
any applications in their own favour, far otherwiſe have they en- 
deavoured, as far as poſſible, not to be chargeable to others, and have 
reduced their neceſſary expences, by their own rigid and laboured 
economy, to the loweſt level, and have ſpared and preſerved, even to 


the lateſt moment, the liberal and willing contributions of our 


countrymen.“ 


The ſtrangers then whom it is my duty to exhort you earneſtly again 
to receive and to © take in,“ are, it appears, already known to us; 
already approved by us for their exemplary and grateful conduct, and 
for their pious and Chriſtian ſpirit of contentment and reſignation. 
Conſidering theſe things only, to relieve them then will be to reward 
Humility and Gratitude, to protect Piety, and to purchaſe © the 
Bleſſing of him that is ready to periſh.” + But conſidering farther 
alſo that theſe unhappy men are indeed martyrs to conſcience, that they 
have forſaken every thing, that they have made the moſt painful ſacri- 


fices but that they might fulfil their duty, and be at peace within them- 


ſelves, to relieve them will be to execute the deſigns of Providence, as 
ſecondary inſtruments in the hand of God, whoſe will it is certainly 
that the righteous ſhould not be left deſtitute, will be to encourage a 
fearleſs regard for conſcience, even amidſt circumſtances of the utmoſt 
danger, even in times of the moſt alarming complexion, — will be to 
excite others alſo ſteadily to adhere to the dictates of their conſcience, 
undiſmayed even by the proſpect of death itſelf, by ſnewing, as far as 


* The expences of maintaining the Eccleſiaſtics in the King's Houſe at Wincheſter, 
which in the beginning of this year amounted to ſix ſhillings per week for each perſon, have 
ſince been reduced, by their 02 diligent exertions, firſt to five ſhillings, and afterwards to 
four ſhillings and ſixpence per week. | 

k + Job, xxix. 13. 
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we are able, that verily there is a reward for the righteous, doubtleſs 
there is a God that judgeth the earth.“ | 


Haſte, then, my brethren, haſten gladly to perform this high and 
ſacred Duty; and let no miſtaken prejudices, no unbecoming ſpirit of 
national attachment, chill your benevolence, or reſtrain your piety. 
Such prejudices, if but fairly examined, are not certainly conſiſtent 
even with reaſon itſelf, even with the dictates of common humanity, 
far leſs are they conſiſtent with the Chriſtian ſpirit of univerſal love. 


And firſt then, leaſt of all, let any one complain that he is called 
on by his excellent Sovereign, leaſt of all let him murmur that he is 
invited even from the Throne itſelf to perform an act of diſtinguiſhed 
Charity, and “ to lay up for himſelf treaſures in heaven,” by expending 
worthily his uncertain riches here on earth, Were the invitation 
thus addreſſed to us even of a far different nature, even of a nature 
ſeemingly objectionable, there could yet be no juſt ground for com- 
plaint, ſince your compliance will be altogether voluntary, will be 
your own free and meritorious act; fince to withhold your compli- 
ance, to refuſe your bounty, (but O may every true Chriſtian abhor 
the thought !) is altogether in your power alſo. Viewed however in 
it's true light, the requeſt made to us deſerves certainly our gratitude, 
and our warmeſt praiſe, fince it affords to us a new and additional op- 
portunity of working out our falvation, fince it ſhews that we have a 
Ruler, who from his own diſpoſition and principles recommends to us 
the practice of pure and undefiled Religion, and ſeeks to inſtruct his 
ſubjects to promote the glory of their nation, by promoting by their 
good works the glory of their God. 


+ Plalm Lvlii. 10. 
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But murmurs ſuch as theſe which I have alluded to, cannot ſurely 
prevail in the breaſts of many. It is ſaid. perhaps more generally, that 
it is our duty to attend principally to our poorer brethren in our own 
land, and that this obligation precludes, and in ſome ſort forbids, the 
exerciſe of our charity towards the afflicted ſtranger. The principle 1s 
good; the application of it certainly is erroneous, and altogether 
groundleſs. Both theſe objects may and ought alike to be accom- 
pliſhed, and do not in reality at all interfere. For the one, to her 
high and peculiar praiſe be it ſpoken, our own country provides effec- 


tually by her eſtabliſhed laws; for the poor of our own land ſhe de- 


mands and compels every neceſſary and proper aſſiſtance, whence there- 
fore they cannot be injured, cannot be left deſtitute, whence their 
reſources cannot. fail: for the other object the ſtill higher and more 
awful laws of Chriſtianity call upon us to provide alſo, while our 
charity ſhall not indeed be diverted from it's natural channel, by 
pouring forth an additional ſtream to ſupply the extraordinary wants of 
others, while our own more immediate brethren ſhall not indeed be 


forgotten, although the ſtranger and the ſojourner is at the ſame time 


voluntarily relieved. If the ſufferings of our own poor increaſe from 
the increaſing difficulties of the times, the legal aid that is due to them 


ought certainly to be more largely exacted, and more liberally diſ- 


' tributed, in proportion to the number of their reſpective families and 


to the peculiar nature of their diſtreſſes ; nor will the aid even of ex- 
traordinary voluntary collections ever be wanting to-them, when extra- 
ordinary occaſions call for it:“ but let not the ſtranger that is deſtitute 
be left to periſh, becauſe the wants of our own poor are, 1t 1s to be 
feared, increaſed. The one duty ye ought indeed to perform ; the other 


alſo ye ought not to leave undone. 


* Witneſs the many liberal and very general collect ions made for our poor in the ſeveral 
hard winters that have happened ſince the year 1780. 
C 
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- Bat it may indeed juſtly be aſſerted alſo, that the labour of love this 
day recommended to you is in one reſpe& even eminently conſiſtent 
with a natural regard ta our own country, and may be juſtiſied even 
by arguments of Policy, as well as enforced by motives of Religious 
Duty. The contributions which we diſpenſe, be it remembered, will 
circulate in our own country only; will be, in ſome ſort, given as it 
were to our own more immediate brethren, among whom they muſt 
neceſſarily be expended : will ſerve therefore to add to to their preſent 
welfare, will return into our own boſom, and will enable them the 
more eaſily to do good alſo, to the deſtitute and the afflicted, on ſome 
futute new occaſion. Nor oughit it indeed to be omitted here, that, in 
ſome degree at leaſt, many of our countrymen oe à debt of gratitude 
to theſe diſtreſſed exiles Who have fled to our ſhores, and have received 
a poſitive benefit from them; ſince miſerable as their lot has been, 
ſince difficult as their flight has been, there are yet thoſe among them 
who have imported into our kingdom the ſmall wrecks of their former 
fortunes, and have lived wholly at their own expence; ſince there are 
thoſe who labour ſtill, even till the utter extinction of their -pittance 
ſhall come on, not to be in any ſort burthenſome to our country. 


Again, ſurely ye will not ſuffer your Chriſtian Charity to be extin- 
guiſhed by a fyſtematic narrownefs of mind, by any national prejudices, 
which, however ancient and - however common, however ſometimes 
fondly confidered as a ſource of courage and of brave exertions, are at 
variance with the declared ſpirit of Chriſtianity ; which lead but to a 
kind of brutal and ferocious bravery, and which form at ' beſt but an 
inſufficient ſubſtitute for that calmer fortitude which the conſciouſneſs 
of a good Cauſe, and the fixed principles of Religion, can, above all 
other principles of action, beſt ſupply. Be it indeed that, from a want 
of frequent intercourſe, from our own inſulated ſituation, and from a 
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treſtleſs ſpirit» of ambition on their part, an almoſt continual enmity 
has, formerly at leaſt, prevailed between the two nations, yet even on 
the principles of reaſon, on the principles even of natural humanity, 
a determined ſyſtem of enmity and hatred towards any of our 
Fellow-Creatures is altogether indefenſible; yet on the principles of 
the Goſpel it is altogether criminal. It is the eſpecial character of 
Chriſtianity indeed, according to the words of the Apoſtle, that with 
her, there is neither Greek, nor Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond, 
nor free; * and let it therefore be the rule of our eonduct alſo, ſince 
we call ourſelves Chriſtians, that with us in like manner there ſhall be 
no diſtinction of people, or of nations, While we remember that all 
men are alike our Fellow-Creatures, that of one blood God has 
made all nations of men to dwell upon the face of the earth,” + and 
that our Divine Maſter has commanded us to clothe the naked, ito feed 
the hungry, and to receive the ſtranger. Theſe heavenly rules of con- 
duct, theſe diſtinguiſhed Laws of the Goſpel, forbid alſo, it may be 
remarked further, the exiſtence of a want of Charity as ariſing from 
another poſſible ground of objection. The difference of our religious 
opinions may not indeed be urged as a plea for neglecting to relieve 
the ſtranger, ſince true Chriſtian Charity embraces all men as her ſons, 
and extends to all alike her mercies and her bounty, * While we 
have time,“ ſays the holy Apoſtle, let us do good to all men, but 
eſpecially to thoſe that are of the houſhold of faith; T now theſe 
our diſtreſſed brethren are indeed of the houſhold of faith, now theſe 
are they who have-ſhewn' their faith, even at the expence of the moſt 
painful ſacrifices, who have retained their good principles even in the 


Col. iii. 2. + Tfaiah xiv. 21, 1 Gal. vi. x. 
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midſt of perils and impending death.“ Both theſe our diſtreſſed 
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4 brethren and ourſelves, be it remembered alſo, believe alike in one 


common Saviour, and inculcate and enforce the ſame great general 
duties of a Chriſtian, and we are ourſelves Members, although re- 


formed and proteſting Members, of the ſame Catholic Church of 
Chriſt. 88 


It is mine then, this day, altogether to exhort you earneſtly, to 
practice willingly this new and extraordinary labour of love to which 


ye are invited, in favour of which the ſtrongeſt arguments may be 


urged, and againſt which, ye ſee, no common objections ought to pre- 
vail. It is mine to call you to be true Chriſtians, and to ſhew your- 
ſelves ſuch, each according to your ability, by your Chriſtian Charity; 
it is mine to “ beſeech you, even by the mercies of the living God,” . 
on this day more eſpecially to be . ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate, # to be ready © to weep with them that weep,” & and “ to 
remember them who ſuffer adverſity, as being yourſelves alſo in the 
body,” || as being yourſelves liable even to the ſame misfortunes, ſhould 


the Divine Providence ſo permit, as being bound therefore eſpecially in 


the preſent caſe even by that great and effectual rule of Chriſtian con- 
duct, that ſhort ſummary of © the Law and the Prophets,” which 
enjoins you univerſally © to do to others,” ** as ye yourſelves would 


that they, in like circumſtances, ſhould do unto you. Figure to your- 


* « Many” (ſays Dr. Moors, ſpeaking of the French Clergy— Journal, p. 430) © were 
maſſacred as they were going into baniſhment.” And in another place, « above two hundred 
Prieſts, who refuſed to take the oaths, and were confined in the convent of the Carmes, 


conſiderably above two hundred of thoſe poor men were inhumanly maſſacred within the 


walls of that convent.” (p. 358.) 


+ Rom. xii. 1. 1 * Tim. vi. 18. 8 Rom. xii. 15. | 
* Matth. vii. 1 2. 
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| feves only, Ades alſo deſtitute, nnn and fled into a foreign 
land, ye will then frel ſurely that ſuch claims have an abſolute title to 
| the benevolence of others, and ought not certainly to be reſiſted, 


But ye may be animated indeed yet farther to the performance of 
your duty by motives of juſt and lawful policy, by the conſideration of 
that pleaſing proſpe& which this peculiar exerciſe of our benevolence 
may naturally lead to, Our generous friendſhip. and benevolence will 
not certainly be: beſtowed in vain on thoſe pious ſtrangers whoſe diſ- 
treſſes claim our aid; they will not certainly forget our works, and 
labour that proceedeth of love,” forget that love which a whole nation 
has ſhewn for the ſake of the name of Chriſt, © who have miniſtered 
| to the ſaints, and yet do miniſter,” * Far otherwiſe, may we well per- 
N ſuade ourſelves that this intercourſe between us in the hour of need, 
ſhall prove a bond of future amity and peace between two great and 
powerful nations, ſhall cauſe theſe grateful ſufferers, when they ſhall 
return again to their own land, (ſhould God's providence ſo ordain it) 
to proclaim aloud our benevolence, and to teach their children's 
children to pronounce with heartfelt gratitude the welcome name of 


Engliſhmen. | 


r 


On the other hand alſo it is mine yet again to * perſuade you even 
by the terrors of the Lord” + no leſs than © to provoke you to love,” 8 


r- | by directing your attention to the juſt < recompenſe of the reward.” || 
ere | | * 7 Heb. vi. 10. 


red! 


+ The Bano of Leo, in his pious and excellent Letter to the French Refugee Clergy 
in England, has already declared this: “ they (our ſentiments) will one day be recorded in 
our annals, and the Church, finding the name of a nation of benefactors joined to the 
hiſtory of our misfortunes, will think it a duty to tranſmit our prayers and our gratitude to 

the lateſt poſterity.” (p. 17.) See alſo the Inſeription in the Appendix to this Sermon. 
13 Cor. v. xi. 8 Heb. x. 24. leb. xi. 26, 
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It is mine yet again to entreat you to remember alſo the declared conſe. 


|. quences of the neglect of your duty, of the omiſſion of that labour 


of love which is indeed incumbent on you. Fear then, my brethren, 
fear altogether, leſt if ye relieye not theſe unhappy ſufferers, ye draw 
down upon you the ſentence even of everlaſting puniſhment ; leſt they 
at the great day of judgment witneſs againſt you, when the books 
ſhall be opened, and the dead judged out of the things written in 
them ;”* leſt it appear then, that when * they were naked, ye clothed 
them not, when they were ſtrangers, ye did not take them in, did not 


miniſter unto them ;” leſt your Judge condemn you therefore for 
** not having miniſtered unto him.” + | 


APPENDIX, 


N Inſcription written in Latin, of which the following Tranſlation may ſerve to give 
an imperfect Idea, has lately been put up in the Chapel of the King's Houſe at 


Wincheſter, engraven on a Tablet of Marble. 


It is ſubjoined here (not having come to 


hand till this Diſcourſe was nearly printed) both as doing honour to the excellent friend 
to whom the Diſcourſe is dedicated, and as affording from the abundant ſpirit of gratitude 
which it diſplays, another argument in favour of the French Clergy. 


INSCRIPTION. 


By the favour of God 
May GEORGE THE THIRD 
The pious King of Great Britain 
Live long in ſafety 


i” 


The delight and ornament of his own country | 


The admiration and protector of foreigners. 


May the generous Britiſh Nation 
Rejoice in the bleſſing of eternal peace 
And be ever famous 
For it's piety it's knowledge and it's riches 

Which 
'F orgetful of it's rival enmity 
Like a fond parent 
Received kindly into its hoſpitable boſom 
Protected eagerly 
. Maintained liberally 
By a voluntary ſubſcription of all ranks of men 
And cheriſhed tenderly - 
No inconſiderable part 
Of the Gallic Clergy 
Driyen out of their native country 
And toſſed about by ſea and land. 


* the den Britiſh Senator 
JOHN WILMOT - 

Enjoy conſtant happineſs 
May happineſs attend alſo 
Thoſe choice and upright men 
Who are together with him 
The prudent diſpenſers 
Of the public munificence. 


Thus the Gallic Clergy 
Scattered throughout the Britiſh Empire 
Eagerly implores the Supreme Governor of all 
things. 


Thus alſo do thoſe of the ſame Clergy 
Continually pray proſtrate before their altars 
Who by ſingular favour live collected 
In this Royal Houſe. 


They 
Have cauſed to be engraven 
This ſmall pledge of their gratitude 
For a perpetual memorial d 
In the year of our Lord 1793 
And in the thirty-third year of the reign of 
George the Third, 
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